THE  HISTORY   OP  SPIRITUALISM

Methodist minister, the Rev. A. H. Jervis, rallied to
their aid, but the majority thundered from their pul-
pits against them, and the mob eagerly joined in the
cowardly sport of heretic-baiting. On November 14,
1849, the Spiritualists held their first meeting at the
Corinthian Hall, the largest available in Rochester.
The audience, to its credit, listened with attention to
the exposition of facts from Mr. Capron, of Auburn,
the principal speaker. A committee of five repre-
sentative citizens was then selected to examine into
the matter and to report upon the following evening,
when the meeting would reassemble. So certain was
it that this report would be unfavourable that the
Rochester Democrat is stated to have had its lead-
ing article prepared, with the head-line: "Entire
Exposure of the Rapping Humbug." The result,
however, caused the editor to hold his hand. The
committee reported that the raps were undoubted
facts, though the information was not entirely correct,
that is, the answers to questions were " not alto-
gether right nor altogether wrong." They added
that these raps came on walls and doors some
distance from the girls, causing a sensible vibration.
" They entirely failed to find any means by which
it could be done."

This report was received with disapproval by the
audience, and a second committee from among the
dissentients was formed. This investigation was con-
ducted in the office of a lawyer. Kate, for some reason,
was away, and only Mrs. Fish and Margaret were
present. None the less, the sounds continued as
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